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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the 
base for a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and 
attractive for home devotions. One Statue (13 inches in 
height), one Ruby Glass, and one dozen Vigil Lights will be 
sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
405 North Main St. -— St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect espe- 
cially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted 
with high blood pressure, gout or stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, 
inquire for Special Lapidar. Price $2.85 per box. 


Agents Wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








St. Ignatius Salve 


This wonderful Salve is the only R dy known inst Bone Di (Carries, Necrosis) 
Cancer and Ulcerating Wounds. 

The St. Ignatius Wound Salve draws all the pus out of the wound and cauterizes almost pain- 
lessly any wild and morbid flesh, and thus cleanses the wound. If it works strongly, it sometimes 
causes pain when first used. A cure can only then be effected when the wound is all cleaned and 
this necessarily requires a longer or shorter time, according to the state and length of the sickness. 
In most cases the salve will cure in a short time, provided the directions given are observed; how- 
ever, one jar only, or two will not suffice to effect a permanent cure in a chronic case. The salve is 
compounded of totally uninjurious ingredients and can not, therefore, do any harm in any cases. 

The salve will be mailed postage free only if money is remitted with order. As the use of the 
salve should not be suspended in the course of the cure, re-orders should be sent in time. 

Price per jar $1.30; six jars $6.50. Send your orders to Benedictine Press, St. Benedict, Oregon. 











We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 
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Special March and April Offer 
For NEW 


Subscriptions to ‘““Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





Please mention premium desired 


For 1 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 4 inches long. Light and 
Subscription handy to carry. 
Or: — 3 Aluminum, Genuine Jubilee Medals of St. Benedict. 
These medals are struck at Monte Cassino, Italy and 
are the size of a quarter. Leaflets explaining the use 
and benefits of the medal will accompany them. 


For 2 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 5 inches long. Convenient 
Subscriptions size for daily use in prayer. 
Or: —A Gold-plated, genuine Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict. 
This medal is struck at Monte Cassino, Italy and is the 
size of a quarter. A leaflet explaining the use and 
benefits of the medal will accompany it. 


For 3 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 6 inches long. Specially 
Subscriptions suitable for the sick. 


For 4 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 7 inches long. For personal 
Subscriptions use, for the sick, or for hanging on the wall. 


For 5 NEW An excellent, imported Real Ebony Crucifix, with 

Subscriptions beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus will attract 
all to love and compassion for our suffering Savior. It 
is light in weight, and can easily be held by a sick 
person, or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. 


For 8 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 10 inches long. Well made. 
Subscriptions Suitable for the living room. ‘ 


Pennsylvania: “I read the magazines from cover to cover, and I 
think anyone else who reads them will endorse me when I say: They 
are the most wonderful books published. When I get tired or discour- 
aged I read them, and I seem to be in another world after doing so.” 


“By chance I got hold of a copy of Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
and read it from cover to cover. It’s wonderful! I just love it! First, 
it is interesting; secondly, it carries all the information you want; 
thirdly, it helps to make one a better Catholic. No magazine ever 
interested me as this precious Tabernacle and Purgatory. I enclose 
my subscription. Please send me the next issue as I wish to receive 
my copies as soon as possible.” 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 




















Our Scourged and Thorn-Crowned Savior 


O My people, what have | done to thee? or in what have | afflicted 
thee? answer Me. 

For thy sake | scourged Egypt with its first-born: and thou didst 
deliver me up. 

| fed thee with manna in the desert: and thou hast beaten Me with 
buffets and scourges. 

I gave thee a royal sceptre: and thou hast given Me a crown of thorns. 

“*Reproaches”’ sung on Good Friday. 

















A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 24 MARCH, 1929 No. 11 








The Treasure of the World 





Wounds of our Savior. The sacred Wounds of 
Jesus are sources of life; they are the treasure of 
the world. Alas! the world does not realize it! The sacred 
Wounds are fountains from whence the waters of mercy will 
eternally flow. 

In venerating the sacred Wounds of Jesus, let us-not fail 
to offer them to the Heavenly Father. The Eternal Father takes 
complacency in the offering of the sacred Wounds. To offer 
them to Him is to render Him adequate honor and glory — a 
heavenly gift. Not only do we give Him infinite honor, but 
every time we offer the merits of the sacred. Wounds of our 
Savior to the Eternal Father we gain a spiritual treasure infinite 
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in value. We are poor creatures. Yet we need not remain 
in our poverty. Jesus is our wealth. Our riches are His sacred 
‘Passion, His holy Wounds. Through the sacred Wounds we 
find sufficient to pay all our debts. We should make use of 
these treasures: the holy Wounds. Let us confide in the sacred 
Wounds and work by their merits for the salvation of souls. 

He who is in want need only come with faith and confi- 
dence and draw abundantly from the treasure of our Savior’s 
Passion and from the depths of His sacred Wounds. These 
treasures belong to each one of us. 

According to St. Thomas, our Divine Redeemer had a 
threefold mission to accomplish. The first was in regard to 
God, whose honor He had to restore; the second, in regard to 
man, whose wounds He had to heal; the third, in regard to the 
devil, whose power He had to destroy. Sinful man outraged 
God by his proud rebellion. Our Savior restored the honor to 
His Eternal Father by the humiliations of His life, Passion and 
death — yes, through His sacred Wounds. Man was steeped 
in sin and vice... How could Jesus cure his malady of pride 
more surely than healing him through His sacred Wounds? 

Lastly, the reign of Satan was destroyed, his power van- 
quished, through the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ. 


The School of Virtue on Calvary’s Heights 
Love of God 
The Wounds of our Savior are not only fountains of grace, 
but they are also a school in which we learn the greatest and 
most beautiful of all virtues — the love of God. Here we are 
confronted by the most convincing proofs of Divine love. One 
proof of this love is the Cross; other proofs are the sufferings 
and the agonizing death which Jesus Christ endured for us. 
Even to the cold, hardened heart which hitherto wished to 
know nothing of the love of the Savior, these proofs of Divine 
love cry aloud, in the words of St. Bonaventure: “Clamat crux, 
clamat vulnus, quod ille vere dilexit.— The Cross, yes, every 
Wound on the Body of Jesus cries out that He has loved us, 
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truly loved us!” All that our Divine Savior suffered for us in 
infinite love is vividly represented to us in the beautiful prac- 
tice of the “Way of the Cross.” Who, whilst making the “Way 
of the Cross” and considering this supreme sacrifice of expia- 
tion does not feel moved with compassion, crushed with con- 
trition and inflamed with Divine love! 


Love for Our Neighbor and Our Enemies 


Those who so cruelly tortured our Divine Savior, so heart- 
lessly crucified Him, and even on the Cross overwhelmed Him 
with insults and blasphemies, certainly were undeserving of 
His love. Yet He loved them. For them was uttered His first 
audible prayer on the Cross, His prayer for the forgiveness of 
their sins: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do” (Luke xxiii. 34). 

With such an example before his eyes, who would not 
promptly and gladly forgive his enemies from his very heart? 
Yes, on Calvary’s heights, through the Cross of the God-man, 
all coldness, all bitterness, all enmity, all hatred between classes 
of society and nations must be forever ended; but “Judgment 
without mercy” upon all who practice not that merciful, for- 
giving charity which Jesus preached from the Cross! 


Patience 


Forsaken by His Heavenly Father, rejected by those for 
whose Redemption He had come into the world, hanging be- 
tween heaven and earth, Jesus suffered the most cruel tortures, 
the most awful death-agony. But was He dissatisfied with His 
lot? Did He perhaps murmur against His Father? break forth 
in complaints and maledictions against those ungrateful men? 
No; on the contrary, He suffered with perfect patience, yes, 
even with holy joy. For a long time He had longed for this 
hour, as He Himself testified with the words: “I have a baptism 
wherewith I am to be baptized: and how am I straitened until 
it be accomplished” (Luke xii. 50). 

What Christian, who has a heart for Jesus Crucified, does 
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not, when practicing this devotion, feel impelled to exclaim: 
“Gladly, yes, joyfully will I carry my cross for love of my 
Jesus who endured the tortures of the way of the cross and of 
the crucifixion with such wonderful patience and resignation.” 


Use the Crucifix 





The Crucifix, or image of Jesus Crucified, is not intended 
to be a useless ornament; it is not placed before us to look upon 
with indifference. It is the image of images, there being none 
more holy, none more amiable. 

When alone with God, let us often take into our hands this 
sign of salvation and victory, and, regarding it earnestly, kiss 
those holy Wounds lovingly, bless ourselves with it and express 
our confidence in this pledge of love, this instrument of grace. 
Anyone who does so will soon experience what wonders can be 
effected by it. 

The image of Jesus Crucified is the sign of our salvation, 
the scourge of demons, the antidote against temptations, the 
incentive to sacrifice, the life of the spirit, the repeller of dis- 
tractions, the source of prayer, the gate of contemplation and 
the pledge of our hope for future glory. 

Our veneration of the Crucifix will inspire us not only with 
compassion for our Savior’s sufferings, but likewise will obtain 
for us the grace of carrying our own crosses daily in a meritorious 
way. Simon at first bore the Cross reluctantly, but before he 
arrived at the summit of Calvary, the Cross had endeared itself 
to him. He had learned that to carry it for Jesus and with Jesus 
was no hardship, but a privilege. So, too, souls who venerate 
the Crucifix will learn to love the cross, to embrace it, to seek it, 
to carry it with joy. 

Every home should have a Crucifix. Many families make it a 
practice to have a Crucifix hanging in every room. On the outside 
cover of this magazine, as well as on our premium page, you will find 
sizes of Crucifixes suitable for hanging. 

A mother wrote lately: ‘“‘Send me three small Crucifixes; I want 
one for each of my three children. There are so many accidents in 
these days of wild traffic that I want my boys and girls to keep a 
little Crucifix with them constantly.’”’ This is an act worthy of imita- 
tion. You will find small Crucifixes suitable for carrying in the 
pocket given as premiums. Every boy and girl should be pleased to 
secure a new subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and thus 
become the happy possessor of a Crucifix. 
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The Holy Wounds, the Treasure of the 
Poor Souls 





HE precious treasure of the Sacred Wounds draws 
down God’s grace from heaven and conducts the 
poor souls up to heaven. Our Savior revealed to 
Sister Mary Martha Chambon,* that as often as 

she should look upon the Crucified with a pure heart, she would 

obtain the alleviation of the poor souls. Once He said to 
her: “If, with a perfectly pure and detached heart you pray 
the Way of the Cross, you obtain the same favor, in virtue of 
the merits of each of My Wounds. When you offer up My 

Wounds for sinners, do not forget to do so also for the poor 

souls, because few people think of mitigating their sufferings.— 

The Sacred Wounds are the greatest treasure of the poor souls.” 

Our Divine Savior wished to make this more clear to Sister 
Martha. On a certain Sunday in Lent she was in a state of 
suffering which did not permit her to attend the sermon, but 
her beloved Spouse came to her and said: “I shall give thee 
an occupation: Offer thy sufferings in union with My . Divine 
sufferings for the poor souls.” The Sister began to make these 
offerings, and each time she did so, she saw a soul ascend to 
heaven. She was making the twentieth offering when the 

Eternal Father condescended to reveal: “I give thee the same 

power as that possessed by My Son provided thou offerest thy 

heart to Me united to His.” She made a great effort to do this, 
and as often as she made the act of offering and union, she 
saw — to use her own expression — souls ascending to heaven 
like a “flight of birds.” 

The souls she had delivered came, at times, to thank her 
and said, “Thou hast been the instrument of a second redemp- 
tion to us. The feast that delivered us — the feast of the Sacred 





*Sister Mary Martha Chambon was a lay sister in the Convent of the 
Visitation, Chambery, France. She died in the odor of sanctity on 
March 21st, 1907. Extract from her life which has the approbation 
of many eminent ecclesiastics. 
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Wounds — continues always. We did not realize the value 
of this devotion until the moment when we were permitted to 
enter into the joys of our Lord. When thou offerest the Sacred 
Wounds of our Savior to His Father, thou dost effect, as it were, 
a second redemption.” 

Among the suffering souls, some are particularly near to 
the heart of a religious; they are the souls of the departed 
members of her community. For these Sister Martha prayed 
and suffered in a special manner, and the Blessed Virgin 
showed great satisfaction at her doing so. She said, “The souls 
of thy sisters in purgatory are my children. I take great 
pleasure in hearing thy prayers for their deliverance. It pains 
me to see them in that fire... Almost all go there. I am Queen 
and desire that those souls reign with me. But, notwithstanding 
my Son’s power and mine, we cannot release them. They must 
expiate their sins. But thou canst so easily console them and 
open heaven for them if thou wilt offer to God the Father the 
Sacred Wounds for them.” 

One of her deceased sisters appeared to her in glory very 
soon after death and said: “I believed that I performed all 
my actions purely for God, but when they were-shown to me I 
saw that they were full of natural motives. It was only the 
confidence I had in our Savior’s Wounds that saved me. Qh, 
what a comfort it is to meet death in the Wounds of our Savior 
Jesus Christ!” 

The soul who during life has honored and made use of 
the Wounds of our Lord Jesus Christ by offering them to the 
Eternal Father in behalf of the souls in purgatory, will be 
accompanied at the moment of death by the Blessed Virgin and 
the angels, and our Crucified Savior, resplendent with glory, 
will receive her and crown her. 


ete 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, accord- 
ing to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 1641, in so 
far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only human 
credence. 
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Go to Joseph 


Feast, March 19th 





(aN OOD Saint Joseph! His charity was put to the 
f age proof by Mary. His faith was put to the proof 
Voss, by Christ. His obedience was put to the proof by 
ae God the Father. His patience was put to the proof 
by Providence. 

The love of Jesus and Mary is the first grace attached 
to devotion to St. Joseph. 

The gift of purity and innocence is the second grace at- 
tached to the devotion to St. Joseph. 

The interior life is the third grace attached to the devotion 
to St. Joseph. 

The gift of a holy death is the fourth grace attached to 
the devotion to St. Joseph. 


Dignity of St. Joseph 


The dignity of St. Joseph is above the power of language 
to describe, whether viewed in the light of his prerogatives and 
the excellence of his virtues, or of the glory he enjoys both on 
earth and in heaven. 

Since it is an honor to have authority over the mighty ones 
of this world, what must we think of him who was placed over 
the Lord of lords and the Queen of heaven? Since it is an 
honor to approach the monarchs of earth, what must be the dig- 
nity of Joseph who lived for thirty years in the greatest inti- 
macy with the King of kings? 

It is a dignity to exercise noble and important duties. 
What, then, shall we say of the dignity of him who was the rep- 
resentative of God the Father towards God the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost towards the most holy Virgin; and who, first among 
men, took into his arms and presented to heaven the Victim of 
our reconciliation, the Lamb who offered Himself for the sal- 
vation of the world? 

Joseph was the foster-father, the guide and protector of 
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Him of whom St. John the Baptist said: “There shall come one 
mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
loose” (Luke iii. 16). The angels deem it a glory to be the 
messengers of God to creatures. What, then, must be the dig- 
nity of Joseph who was the messenger of God to His adorable 
Son! The celestial spirits venerate Mary, the most holy Virgin, 
saying to her: “Hail, O Queen!” But St. Joseph can say to 
her, in all truth: “Thou art my spouse, O Immaculate Virgin!” 


Virtues of St. Joseph 


The words of the holy Gospel concerning St. Joseph are 
few, yet they admirably sum up the virtues of that glorious 
patriarch who took so intimate a part in the work of our re- 
demption. St. Matthew tells us that St. Joseph was a “just 
man” (i. 19). What a sublime eulogy is contained in this 
brief statement when we consider that the justice here referred 
to is generally conceded to mean the assemblage of all virtues, 
each carried to its highest degree! All spiritual writers ac- 
knowledge in St. Joseph a perfect faith, a firm hope, a most 
ardent charity, a most profound humility, a most sublime obedi- 
ence. All, in a word, represent him to us as the worthy spouse 
of Mary — as the most pious, the most chaste, the most holy 
of the children of men —the one who, in qualities of soul, 
most nearly resembles her who is the purest of all créatures. 


Glory of St. Joseph 


St. Joseph, so great through the prerogatives with which 
God favored him, is no less so through the heroic virtues he 
practiced; but he is so, above all, through the glory with which 
God, even here below, rewards his fidelity. Devotion to St. 
Joseph has, in recent years, assumed a universal character. This 
“silent” saint, hitherto often forgotten even by the most virtuous 
Christians, has now become the object of ever-increasing vener- 
ation. Everywhere churches, chapels and altars are raised in 
his honor; everywhere his name is blessed by men of all con- 
ditions; everywhere the faithful place themselves under his 
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patronage. What is more calculated to make us admire this 
glorious saint than to see him thus honored over the whole 
world? 

Yet this glory is as nothing compared to that which St. 
Joseph enjoys in heaven. Who can doubt that in the New Jeru- 
salem, seated on the lofti- 
est throne next to Mary, 
and shining with the 
brightness of the Divine 
Lamb, he receives the 
homage of the angels and 
saints who celebrate with 
joy his sublime preroga- 
tives. There, in the bright- 
ness of eternal light, he 
enjoys the blessing of God 
the Father, whose repre- 
sentative he is, and who 
communicated to him His 
name and rights over His 
eternal Son. There, in 
the splendor of everlast- 
ing glory, the adorable 
Son of God still recog- 
nizes him as foster-father 
and continues to bestow on 
him His gratitude and 
love. 








St. Joseph, great in his dignity, great in virtues, 
great in his glory 


Aid Granted by St. Joseph 


Truly, from whatever point of view we regard St. Joseph, 
it is evident that he was raised to a super-eminent dignity; that 
God exalted him in an ineffable manner by choosing him to be 
the foster-father of Jesus Christ and the spouse of the -Blessed 
Virgin Mary. By virtue of these prerogatives, St. Joseph enjoys 
unlimited power in heaven. Let us, then, celebrate his feast 
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with sentiments of holy joy, rekindling our fervor toward him 
and our confidence in his intercession. St. Joseph is our most 
loving father, our most faithful protector. Let us, on this day, 
go in spirit to the holy house of Nazareth and review with him 
the touching and sublime mysteries of the Divine Childhood, 
of which he was the faithful custodian. Let us ask him to 
watch over us as he watched over the Child Jesus, and to aid 
us in the exercise of all our duties. Let us recommend to him 
our relatives, our friends and our benefactors, begging him to 
obtain for them many and efficacious graces of salvation. Let 
us ask some special graces for ourself personally, particularly 
the grace of final perseverance. Yes, indeed, it is most fitting 
that we should ask this grace of him on the day when holy 
Church celebrates his happy passage from time to eternity — 
when she honors the event which was to him the commencement 
of that glorious life by which the God of heaven recompenses 
his virtues. 

The following words of St. Teresa, the great Carmelite 
reformer, show what are the sentiments of the saints with re- 
gard to the intercession of St. Joseph: “I do not remember,” 
says she, “to have asked anything, for some years past, of St. 
Joseph, on the day of his feast, that I did not obtain. .. What 
a picture I should present to the eyes, had I the power of relat- 
ing the graces with which God has overwhelmed me and the 
dangers, both of soul and body, from which He has delivered 
me through the mediation of that great saint! This is what 
many others whom I have advised to recommend themselves 
to that incomparable protector have experienced as well as I.” 

On this day, too, let us not forget to thank God for the 
prerogatives with which He honored St. Joseph and the graces 
which He bestowed upon him, at the same time honoring St. 
Joseph for his fidelity to those graces and his perfect accom- 
plishment of the duties which Divine Providence imposed upon 
him. As Mary is blessed amongst all women, so is Joseph 
blessed amongst all men, and he ought, after our Heavenly 
Queen, be the first to receive our respect and veneration. 
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A Letter to St. Joseph 





4 T the end of the seventeenth century, Laimgrube, a 
suburb of Vienna, was not the select residential 
section it is today. True, there were some hand- 
some mansions belonging to the wealthy citizens, 
but most of the houses were shabby and dilapidated. Into one 
of these we beg our kind reader to enter. It stands in Maria 
Helfer Street, a miserable, tumble-down shack. Ascending the 
rickety staircase, and entering the shabbiest room of all, we 
find it to be tenanted by the gifted musician, Paul Merten, and 
his sixteen-year-old daughter Josepha, beautiful, well educated 
and accomplished in all kinds of embroidery and needlework. 

At the time our story opens, misery and want were rife 
in Vienna. Only a few years previous the city had been be- 
sieged by the savage Turks, and although they had been suc- 
cessfully repulsed, yet war always leaves poverty and suffering 
in its train. Consequently, the inhabitants of Vienna had as yet 
neither the inclination nor the means of enjoying unnecessary 
luxuries. But the very superfluities of the rich often constitute 
the means of subsistence of the poor, and so it was in the pres- 
ent case: because no one could afford to take music lessons, or 
give orders for ornamental needlework, poor Paul Merten and 
his daughter often had to go to bed cold and hungry. 

One day, when their distress seemed to have reached its 
height, Josepha could no longer bear to see her father suffering 
and complaining. “Father,” she said, “I shall go and seek a 
situation as a servant. Then I can at least send you my wages.” 

“What!” cried the old man, “will you also leave me? 
Whom then shall I have to wait on me? By no means; I will 
never allow it!” 

“But, dear father,” replied Josepha, “at present I have 
no way to help you; you know I wrote long ago to the husband 
of my late godmother, as our last chance of assistance, and I 
have not as yet had any answer.” 

“No wonder,” returned the old man, hotly, “you might 











334 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


as well have written to the d...” Frantic with grief and hun- 
ger, he scarcely knew what he was saying. 

“Fie, father! What bad thoughts misery puts into your 
mind,” cried the child. “Let us rather address ourselves to my 
dear patron Saint, that he may obtain help and employment 
for us.” 

“Do you mean to say,” retorted her father bitterly, “that 
you really believe the poor Carpenter has such great influence 
in heaven? Well, write to St. Joseph if you like, and much 
good may it do you!” 

“Father, that is indeed a good idea, which I will carry out 
immediately,” cheerfully replied the devout little Josepha. “I 
will write to him, and my little white dove shall be my carrier.” 

She sat down at her father’s desk, and on a little slip of 
paper wrote the following words: “Hail, Joseph! have pity 
on us in our great distress. We have no work, no subsistence; 
ask our dear Lord to send me some employment, for my father 
is suffering from hunger. — Thy faithful namesake, Josepha 
Merten, embroiderer and daughter of the musician. Laimgrube, 
in Maria Helfer Street, No. 13.” She folded the note, tied it 
round the neck of the dove with a silken thread, opened the 
window, and the little white dove fluttered slowly away. 


The Speedy Answer 


Scarcely an hour had passed, when a loud knock sounded 
at the door. Old Paul Merten called out, “Come in,” and a 
handsome, stately gentleman entered the miserable apartment. 
“Does the honorable Miss Josepha Merten live here?” he in- 
quired. “Yes,” replied the father shortly, casting a rather 
distrustful look at the stranger. “What do you want with her?” 

“My name is Joseph Charles Hirte,” he answered kindly. 
“T am a jeweler and live in this neighborhood. I have received 
a message from St. Joseph, to whom I am very devoted, to an- 
swer in his name the letter written to him by your daughter. 
I desire a quantity of needlework done, and your daughter must 
execute it nicely for me. Also, I have become a member of the 
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choir in the Carmelite church, and I need some lessons to im- 
prove my voice. Will you and your daughter undertake these 
tasks?” — “Oh, yes, with the greatest pleasure,” cried Josepha. 

“Well,” continued Mr. Hirte, “you must allow me to pay 
a certain sum in advance, as this is my invariable rule.” 

“O father!” cried the girl, “do you not see how favorably 
St. Joseph has received my letter? — How fervently I shall 
thank him!”... “Yes, Miss Merten, do that always and you 
will not remain without consolation and help,” said the visitor, 
gravely. “I will send you all necessary materials for your 
work by my servant, and hope soon to hear from you. — And 
you, sir,” he added, turning to Paul Merten, “will you kindly 
come tomorrow to start my music lessons? Here is my address; 
you cannot fail to find the house, as there is a large picture of 
St. Joseph painted on the outside.” He then saluted them re- 
spectfully and departed. The daughter threw herself into her 
father’s arms, shedding tears of joy, but he hung his head in 
shame and contrition for having doubted the help of good St. 
Joseph. 

Simple, indeed, is the solution of this affair, effected by 
the watchful care of Divine Providence. The little dove, weak 
with hunger, frightened and fatigued by its unaccustomed bur- 
den, was not able to fly very far. By the sweet designs of 
Providence, it alighted at the open window of Mr. Hirte’s sit- 
ting room. He, surprised at the arrival of this unexpected 
visitor, perceived the tiny note suspended round its neck, which 
he untied and read. Moved by the simple faith of this child, 
he resolved at once to reward her pious confidence. 

After some time, the wealthy merchant, seeing and admir- 
ing the many good qualities of Josepha, asked her hand in 
marriage. And so it came to pass that the poor Josepha Merten 
became the honorable ‘and wealthy Madame Hirte, who, as a 
token of her gratitude to St. Joseph, had a beautiful represen- 
tation of the Saint made and placed as a shield on the little 
house where once she had lived in poverty and sorrow. Even 
to this day the shield may be seen there. 
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To Jesus Every Day 


Holy Communion 


of Holy Communion is the most sublime and holy 
act a Christian can perform. In Holy Communion, 
Jesus gives Himself to us, — His Body, His Blood, 
His Soul, His Divinity. Therefore, after Holy Communion we 
are living tabernacles of Jesus. He resides in our hearts as 
a King upon His throne, surrounded by angels, who, bending - 
low in adoration, offer Him their homage of love and praise. 

Not only does Jesus come to us, but He unites Himself 
with us in a manner far more intimate than food is united with 
him who consumes it. It can be said that after Holy Commun- 
ion we are one with Jesus. Hence St. Lawrence Justinian ex- 
claims: “How admirable is Thy love, O Lord Jesus, who hast 
wished to unite us to Thy Body in such a manner that we con- 
stitute with Thee but one heart and one soul!” 

But who-are we that Jesus should deign to come into our 
hearts and unite Himself so intimately with us? We are worth- 
less, miserable creatures, ungrateful sinners who have offended 
Him so many times... And Jesus? why does He come to us?— 
He comes to help us, to enrich us with His gifts! 

“Oh,” exclaims, with reason, the author of the “Imitation 
of Christ,”— “Oh, wonderful condescension of Thy pity 
toward us that Thou, Lord God, the Creator and Quickener of 
all spirits, shouldst vouchsafe to come to a poor soul, and with 
Thy whole Divinity and Humanity give so rich a food to satiate 
her hunger!” (Book iv. chapter iii.) 

St. Augustine declared that God — though He is the most 
beautiful, the most wise, the most rich — would not have been 
able nor have known how to give us anything greater than that 
which He has given us in the Most Holy Eucharist! 

Let us learn, then, to appreciate this wonderful Sacrament 
and receive it frequently — yes, if possible, every day. 
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Example of Henry La Rochejaquelein 


“When I lose my Mass in the morning I am always some- 
what disorganized for the rest of the day.” — These “soldierly” 
words were prompted by the piety of Henry of Verger, the 
Count of La Rochejaquelein, who, though a valiant soldier and 
a brilliant statesman, realized that without God’s blessing and 
help it is impossible to be truly successful. 

During the French Revolution he took an active part in the 
military operations on the Vendee, and fought valiantly to pre- 
serve the rights of his king and to defend the Catholic religion 
against the attacks of the republicans. So great were his cour- 
age, loyalty and skill, that.at the age of only nineteen years he 
was chosen to assume the leadership of several communes which 
arose in defense of their political and religious rights. He 
accepted the command with these memorable words: “I am a 
mere boy, but by my courage I shall show myself fit to com- 
mand you. If I go forward, follow me; if I go backward, 
kill me; if I die, avenge me.” In the encounters that followed 
he did indeed prove himself capable and worthy of fulfilling 
the office entrusted to him, and his valor and military skill won 
for him the honor of being elected commander-in-chief of the 
military forces in the Vendee when but twenty-one years old. 

But amid all the vicissitudes of war and the great respon- 
sibilities and cares of his position, he did not neglect to hear 
Holy Mass at every possible opportunity and to go frequently 
to confession and Holy Communion. Accompanied by his 
soldiers — simple peasants whose military equipment scarcely 
deserved the name of arms —he commenced the day in the 
service of his Lord and King, and, thus fortified and strength- 
ened for the daily battle, he led his army to successful conflict 
with the trained and well-armed regiments of the opposing 
party. 

May we, too, in all the vicissitudes of life, find strength 
and consolation at the foot of the altar by devoutly assisting 
at Holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion! 


2-3-2 

















Tenth Station — Jesus is Stripped of His Garments 


Every one of the fifteen soul-inspiring pictures in this artistic set of 
stations is a sermon, which powerfully moves the soul to devotion and 


compassion for our suffering Savior. With this book it is easy to pray 
the stations at home or in church. ‘The make-up is very attractive, print 
large and clear, on best quality paper; dark durable cover. 

A gentleman of Pennsylvania writes: “I showed a station 
booklet to a non-Catholic. He was so struck by the beauty and 
sadness of the pictures that he requested me to get the set of 
stations for him.’’ 

Iowa: “The beautiful stations are certainly grand. My son 
is in failing health and is making use of the book at home.” 

Price 30 cents ber set; postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Torch of Faith 


Continuation of a series of articles on Holy Mass. 1. “The Am- 
bassador of Christ,’’ Mar., 1928. 2. ‘‘Plea for Pardon,’’ Apr., 1928. 
8. “At the Altar,” Sept., 1928. 4. “Joy in God,” Oct., 1928. 5. “God’s 
Hour of Generosity,’’ Nov., 1928. 6. “‘Heralds Prepare the Way,’ Dec., 
1928. 7. “Completeness of the Liturgy,’’ Jan., 1929. 8. “I am the 
Way,” Feb., 1929. : 

Credo — “I Believe!” 

HE joyous Gospel tidings have been proclaimed. 
We have read from the book of life. The Divine 
Teacher has Himself instructed us by His powerful 
words, His heavenly words, His grace-giving words. 
He has told us that He came to seek and to save. He has ex- 
horted us to carry our cross after Him if we wish to be His 
disciples. He has given proofs of His goodness and love. He 
has told us of the beauty of heaven and the reward awaiting 
those who strive to attain it. Still under the wondrous spell of 
His great miracles, His sublime teaching and His Divine ex- 
ample, the Catholic heart with joy cries out: “Credo —I be- 
lieve!” Glorious word! How impressive it sounds at this 
moment when the Savior is nigh. He will soon be on the altar. 
With speedy step let us hasten to meet Him. With the greatest 
ardor we should long for His coming. There is no more ap- 
propriate time than now to pour forth to Jesus the beautiful 
salutation of our faith. Truly, the faithful soul must of neces- 
sity break forth in jubilation: “My Lord and my God, I believe 
in Thee, I believe in Thy word, and in this faith I will live 
and die.” 

St. Teresa was frequently rapt in ecstasy when she recited 
the Credo. Joy filled her heart when she realized that she was 
a child of holy Mother Church. With the utmost fervor she 
‘proclaimed her belief in the different mysteries of our holy 
religion by uttering this profession of faith. St. Jane Frances 
De Chantal sometimes wept with joy when she repeated the 
words of the Credo. Her heart was filled with gratitude to the 
Eternal Father for having sent His Son to become. man; to the 
Eternal Word who had taken our nature, suffered, and:shown 
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us the way to eternal life; who died for us and now reigns 
gloriously in heaven, preparing for us a mansion in His king- 
dom. 

The Substance of our Belief 

The priest, standing at the middle of the altar, extends, 
elevates and then joins his hands while he says the Nicene 
Creed. When uttering the words “Et incarnatus est — and was 
made Flesh,” he genuflects, remaining on one knee until after 
the words: “Et homo factus est — and was made man.” Let 
us, too, with holy fervor, bend our knee at the “Et incarnatus 
est.” Let us worship the Infant Babe in the spirit of the shep- 
herds and Magi when, at the crib, they adored the Divine Child 
in Bethlehem. If our Savior had not become incarnate there 
would be no Creed, no Holy Catholic Church; there would be 
no hope for us of forgiveness of sins or the glory of heaven to 
come. The Creed contains the whole substance of our Catholic 
belief. Ask a Protestant what he believes. Has he not a vague 
idea of the tenets of his religion? But ask a Catholic what he 
believes in regard to God, and he will recite the Nicene Creed. 

In a few words, the Creed epitomizes all the mysteries of 
the Christian doctrine of faith: We believe in one God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth; that He is almighty. We believe 
that Jesus Christ is true God; that He became man and was 
_ born of the Blessed Virgin Mary; that He suffered, was cruci- 
fied; died and was buried; that He arose gloriously from the 
dead and now sitteth at the right hand of the Father in heaven. 
We believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body and life everlasting. 

Our Lord in all His mysteries can be placed before us 
under four titles: (1) As our great God; (2) as our loving 
Brother; (3) as our Oblation; (4) as our Bridegroom. Our 
Lord is presented to us under these four aspects in the Creed. 
(1) We acknowledge that He is true God of God — very God; 
(2) that He made Himself our Brother by having taken our 
human flesh with all the affections of a human heart; (3) that 
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He is our Sacrifice, our Oblation, as also our Highpriest. He 
was so on Calvary by His bitter death and He remains so in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, as well as in heaven. He is the 
Divine Victim who suffered in atonement for our sins to offer 
expiation to the Heavenly Father. (4) Finally, during the 
Creed we hear that our Lord is our glorious Bridegroom when 
we read: “The third day He arose again from the dead, as- 
cended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the living and 
the dead.” In these sentences of the Creed we have the whole 
adorable Person of Christ presented to us. It reviews the 
mystery of His life, starting from the highest throne in heaven 
where He is and always has been adored eternally. Then we 
follow Him to the abasement of His Incarnation; next, to the 
sufferings of His bitter Passion and death, and finally to His 
glory in heaven, with the hope of one day rising with Him to 


everlasting life. 
The Fruit of the Gospel 


The Creed is the confession of faith as it was formulated 
at the first general council of Nice (325) and developed at the 
Council of Constantinople (381). It was universally prayed 
at Holy Mass in the Eastern churches as early as the second 
century. In the churches of the West it was introduced later. 
The Creed marks the end of the “Mass of the Catechumens” 
or the first part of the holy Sacrifice. It is placed at the end of 
the prophetic part of Holy Mass and constitutes, as it were, the 
fruit of the Gospel. Therefore the priest and laity sing and 
pray the Creed together, to confess openly their faith and their 
desire ever to grow stronger in its profession. The Creed is, 
at the same time, a fitting transition to the second part of Holy 
Mass, the true Sacrifice. The true love of sacrifice springs 
from a living faith; therefore those present once more re- 
animate their faith so that they may with fervor take part in 
the sacrifice itself. The Creed is not prayed every day, being 
prayed only when mysteries of faith are celebrated, as, for 
instance, on Sundays, on the feasts of our Lord, the Blessed 











342 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Virgin Mary, and also on the feasts of those saints who have 
labored in spreading and establishing the Faith, as the apostles, 
doctors and confessors of the Church, and during the octaves of 
such feasts. 

Let sentiments of gratitude fill our hearts while we sing 
or pray the Creed. Too often we say it thoughtlessly, without 
realizing that it is something holy, something precious which 
the Church has preserved for us since the fourth century, but 
which contains the same truths which the apostles taught, taking 
them from the lips of their Master. These are the same truths 
for which the confessors and martyrs have given their life and 
their blood. The great want of the world today is lack of re- 
flection on the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

We have answered the teachings of the Gospel with a 
solemn profession of faith in God the Father; in His Only- 
begotten Son and His salutary life as Savior from His birth to 
His coming at the end of time; in the Holy Ghost; in the Church 
and its means of salvation; and in eternal life. With this 
torch of faith the soul can, with security, walk the straight 
path to God through life and now continue to follow the cele- 
bration of the true Sacrifice, the great “Mystery of Faith.” 


222822 
—22-S-2-— 


Consolation for the Living and Departed 

“Dear Sisters, it gives me great happiness to be able to send you 
the enclosed list of names for enrollment in your treasure house of 
grace and mercy, because I know many souls will be aided through 
the infinite value of the Holy Masses as well as by the efficacious prayers 
of you good Sisters that will be said for them.” 

Everyone may secure for himself or his dear ones the benefits 
of perpetual prayers of the communities at Clyde, Missouri, and at 
Mundelein, Illinois, who have consecrated themselves to the unceasing 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. For many it will be a source of 
great consolation to know that uninterrupted prayer rises to the throne 
of God for their departed parents or children, their friends or rela- 
tives; to know that souls consecrated to God implore graces for the 
living, particularly the most important of all graces—to die in the 
friendship of God. 

For particulars, address: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 343 


‘“‘Just Have Confidence...’’ 





p=—ey N December 29, 1928, the Benedictine Sisters at 
; Mundelein had the honor of entertaining His 
Eminence, Cardinal Ceretti, who was visiting the 
Seminary of St. Mary of the Lake at Mundelein 
on his way back from the Eucharistic Congress in Sydney, 
Australia. Rt. Rev. Edward F. Hoban, now Bishop of Rockford, 
accompanied him to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration near the Seminary. His Eminence is protector of 


- 


n7:) 
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all the convents of perpetual adoration and was very enthusi- 
astic about the new sanctuary at Mundelein. Cardinal Ceretti 
remarked that the vocation of perpetual adoration is a special 
grace, a wonderful work, and encouraged the Sisters in their 
life of prayer and adoration which draws down blessings upon 
Holy Church and the faithful. “You will have a nice church, 
too,” he said to the Sisters. “We hope so, Your Eminence; 
we are working for it and praying for it,” they replied. “Oh, 
that will come, that will come, just have confidence,” said His 
Eminence. 

Yes, dear friends, we have confidence, for we know the 
measure of God’s gifts will be in proportion to our confidence. 
We have confidence, first, in our dear Lord, and secondly, in 
your generous cooperation. A rare joy was given to us lately 
when a “hidden donor” sent a draft for $1,000.00. Of this, 
$500.00 was for a scholarship, $250.00 for poor in Europe, 
and $250.00 for the sanctuary at Mundelein. Surely our 
Eucharistic Lord blesses this generous offering given so nobly 
for His new Eucharistic shrine. That our Divine Savior does 
not fail to grant favors when promises are made for this new 


convent is proved by the following: — 

“Enclosed herewith please find check for $50.00, as I promised 
if one of my intentions would be granted I would donate this for your 
new Eucharistic shrine at Mundelein. This can be used for your 
building program to any advantage that you wish.: Thanks to you for 
your help and assistance by prayer...” 

“Enclosed find offering ($50.00) for the new Adoration Chapel, 
according to my promise, in thanksgiving for a favor obtained.” 
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“Mrs. M. S. made a promise to the Sacred Heart to donate $50.00 
to your Adoration Chapel at Mundelein if she sold her little home. 
The sale has been speedily made and she asked me to send the money 
for her. She is a working woman...” 


A Lenten Sacrifice 


We shall be most grateful for the least gift, as well as the 
greatest, toward the proposed Adoration Chapel. Offerings for bricks 
and stones are, of course, the first thing necessary, but we shall gladly 
comply with specific wishes of those who desire their offerings applied, 
for instance, toward: — 


The High Altar Stations 
Exposition Throne Marble pillars* 
Mosaic pictures Stained glass windows, etc. 


Some persons have offered to donate statues. To them we would 
say that as everything in the new Adoration Chapel shall be designed 
to draw hearts and minds to the Most Blessed Sacrament which will 
be exposed continually on the altar, there will be very few statues. 
However, we hope to have mosaic pictures, and persons preferring to 
give funds for statues will have their wishes as fully realized if their 
offerings are applied toward the mosaic pictures. 

*The proposed Adoration Chapel is to contain twenty-four pillars. 
It has been planned to dedicate each of these pillars to a certain saint. 
Perhaps you have a loved one already in eternity. It would be an act 
worthy of his memory to donate toward one of these pillars, perhaps 
for the one of the saint after whom the dear one was named. Infor- 
mation as to the price of these pillars may be had upon request. The 


pillars are in honor of: — 
13. St. Joseph 


=p, a 14. St. Paul 
1. St. Peter 
2. St. John Evangelists: — 
3. St. Andrew 15. St. Luke 
4. St. James the Greater 16. St. Mark 
5. St. Philip The 4 great doctors of the Church : — 
6. St. James the Less 17. St. Gregory the Great 
7. St. Bartholomew 18. St. Jerome 
8. St. Matthew 19. St. Ambrose 
9. St. Simon 20. St. Augustine 
10. St. Jude Thaddeus 21. St. Benedict 
11. St. Thomas 22. St. George 
12. St. Matthias 23. St. Scholastica 


24. St. Gertrude 


During the holy season of Lent, the Passion of our Divine 
Savior is the subject of our loving and compassionate medita- 
tion. Holy Church instructs us to spend this penitential season 
in a spirit ‘of sacrifice, and asks us to fast. However, because 
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of hard work and weakened constitutions, many of us are 
unable to keep the regular fast. Almsgiving is held up to us 
as a substitute for fasting. This alms is particularly blessed 
by heaven when it is given at the cost of personal sacrifice. 
May the sufferings of our Savior urge you, dear friend, to 
make a sacrifice, large or small, according to your means and 
generosity, for our new church of Perpetual Adoration at 
Mundelein. 


Benefactors of the permanent Adoration Chapel at Mundelein, 
Illinois, will share in the unceasing prayers of the Benedictine Sisters 
both at Mundelein, and their motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri. Their 
names will be placed on the altar of exposition at the new Eucharistic 
shrine. 

Offerings may be given personally at: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Mundelein, Illinois 

Or sent by mail to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
a 
Our Petition to Jesus 





We have so many needs, so many intentions to pray for, so many 
undertakings upen which to ask God’s blessing. Ah, let us implore 
our Savior’s help by placing a lighted candle before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament as our silent but effective petition to His merciful Heart. 
Many have experienced special protection and aid through this devout 
practice. As the Most Blessed Sacrament is exposed night and day in 
our Adoration Chapels at Clyde and Mundelein, Illinois, we will gladly 
burn candles according to your intentions. 

A friend writes: — 

“T am burning a candle for the intention that my son may over- 
come his bad habits. When he is away from home at night, it is such 
a consolation to me to remember that my candle is pleading for him 
at your Eucharistic throne before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed 
at Clyde.”’ 

Another subscriber says: ‘‘Before we started on our long auto 
trip, I asked you to burn a candle during the time we were traveling. 
Now that we have been protected from so many dangers and accidents, 
I wish to tell you that I ascribe it to our “‘representative,” the lighted 
candle before our Lord’s throne of love in your Adoration Chapel.” 

For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one 
whole day and one whole night in our Adoration Chapel before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one week; for $12.00, 
one month. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Benedict, the Beloved of God* 


Continued 
Feast, March 21st 





Glorious in Death 


JHE earthly tie which had bound the brother and sister 
so closely together was now broken, but even death 
could not sever the link which united their souls. 
Benedict foretold the day of his death to some 
monks of his own monastery and also to others who were at a 
distance. 

On the 15th of March he had his grave opened. Scarcely 
had this been done when he was seized by a violent fever. On 
the sixth day, that is, March 21, 543, Benedict called his breth- 
ren, and bade them carry his wasted form to the church, there 
to receive for the last time the sacred Body and Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Standing in the oratory, supported by his 
sorrowing children, with hands lifted heavenward in prayer, 
he breathed forth his soul into the bosom of God. 

On the day of his most happy death, two monks, one in 
the monastery and the other far distant, had a remarkable vis- 
ion. They saw a path spread with garments and shining with 
innumerable lamps which reached from the saint’s cell in an 
easterly direction even up to heaven. They heard the words: 
“This is the way by which Benedict the beloved servant of God 
ascended to heaven.” 

The monks laid their beloved father to rest beside his 
sister in the grave he had prepared for himself in the oratory 
of St. John the Baptist. This oratory formerly stood outside 
the precincts of the monastery church. The tomb now lies 
under the high altar, in a crypt which is reached by two flights 
of stairs. On one side of the gate which closes this crypt is the 
inscription: — 

Quisquis es, ingredere et Benedicti corpus honora 

Corde humili, flexo poplite, mente pia. 





*Copyright Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 



































“This is the way by which Benedict, the beloved servant of God, ascended to heaven.” 
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And on the other side: — 
Aede sub hac celebri Scholastica virgo quiescit 
Quam tibi futuram solicitato prece. 


The Reward Exceeding Great 


To realize more fully the glory enjoyed by this great 
saint, we have but to read the Revelations of St. Gertrude. On 
his feast day, she beheld in spirit Benedict standing in the pres- 
ence of the ever peaceful Trinity, radiant with glory. His 
countenance was full of majesty and beauty. His habit shone 
radiantly, while bright and living roses seemed to spring forth 
from his limbs, each one producing other roses and these again 
others, the last surpassing the first in fragrance and beauty. The 
holy father gave the greatest pleasure to the Adorable Trinity 
and the heavenly court, who rejoiced with him because of his 
beatitude. 

St. Gertrude explains this vision as follows: “The roses 
which thus sprang forth from him signified the exercises which 
he used to subjugate his flesh to the spirit, and all the holy 
actions he had performed, and also those of all whom he had 
drawn by his persuasions, or induced by his example, to leave 
the world and live under regular discipline, because, by fol- 
lowing him on this royal road, they had attained, or will yet 
attain to the port of the celestial country and to life eternal. 
Each of these souls is a subject of particular glory to this great 
patriarch, for which the saints praise God and congratulate 
Him continually.” 

Patron of a Happy Death 


Owing to the holiness of his happy and precious death, 
St. Benedict has ever been regarded as a special patron of the 
dying. The efficacious practice of venerating St. Benedict as 
the patron of a happy death is augmented by the consoling 
words he once spoke to his spiritual daughter, St. Gertrude, 
the Great. Radiant with glory, St. Benedict appeared to her on a 
certain occasion, and promised: “Whoever daily reminds me of 
the extraordinary privilege with which God deigned to glorify 
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my last moments, shall experience my particular assistance in 
his final combat. I will be a faithful protector against the as- 
saults of the enemy. Fortified by my presence, he will escape 
the snares of the evil one and safely attain eternal happiness.” 

Let us frequently recall the favors bestowed on St. Bene- 
dict at the moment of his death, that we may be worthy to par- 
ticipate in the fulfillment of this precious promise. He who 
has been to us a dear saint in life, will then not fail to prove 
our powerful protector at the hour of death. 


—2-S-R— 
The Medal of St. Benedict 





No medal possesses such wonderful power, and none is so 
highly esteemed by Holy Church as the medal of St. Benedict. 
Marvelous is the aid which the St. Benedict medal affords to 
its devout wearers in the manifold necessities of soul and body. 
On this account the medal is well known and widely used 
throughout the Christian world; everywhere it is regarded as a 
highly favored object of devotion. Furthermore, numerous ple- 
nary indulgences are connected with the wearing of this medal. 

The pious use of this St. Benedict medal has become for 
many a source of grace and blessings. Our saint has rewarded 
the confidence of his clients by obtaining for them wonderful 
conversions, extraordinary cures and unexpected assistance in 
temporal affairs. The following are direct quotations from a 
few of the many letters we have received, testifying to the 
powerful intercession of the saint and the efficacy of the blessed 
medal. It is not for us to stamp these as real miracles, still 
we do not hesitate to publish the favors, believing they will 
edify many and inspire other distressed souls to take refuge 
to the great St. Benedict. 

Favors Obtained through the Use of the Medal of St. Benedict 
Change of a Bitterly Prejudiced Husband 


Kansas: — “My husband was so opposed to my going to church 
that he would cause me, through fear of being killed, to stay away 
from Mass and would never allow me to say a prayer night or morning. 
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I became so despondent that I cared for nothing. When he would be 
away I would try to pray for his conversion, but I became so heart- 
broken that I could not even pray. I scarcely knew at times what I was 
doing, till I wrote to you and you made a novena for me. I placed a 
medal in his clothing and would say the prayers for him. I am now 
happy to say he has yielded to the Divine Lord and not only wears the 
medal but begs to be converted to the true Faith. He has asked for- 
giveness for not having allowed me to go to church. He insists on 
my being a good Catholic and above all things on my going to Mass. 
This is a real miracle to me, for I alone know how bitter he was in 
his ways.”’ 
Cured of an Affliction 


Canada: — “I must write you about a young girl. From her child- 
hood she was afflicted with falling sickness until about one year ago. 
Now she is a well girl, thanks to the prayers and the blessed medal of 
St. Benedict which I received from you. She often had spells in 
church, and every time I thought about those medals, and I gave her 
one and told her to wear it and say the prayers, which she faithfully 
did. Now the dear girl is enjoying the best of health. Thanks to our 
Heavenly Father and St. Benedict!”’’ 

A Bad Habit Overcome 


Chicago: — ‘“‘Some time ago I received a very valuable medal from 
your convent. It was sent to me to be placed on a man who was 
drinking terribly — no one could control him — and at the same time 
he had a very sore eye. I put the medal in his pocket; he sobered up 
and his eye was cured.”’ 


A Sad Proof of the Powerful Blessing of St. Benedict Medals 


A Jesuit Father relates the following incident from actual 
life, described to him by the priest who witnessed it. 

“It was during the summer of 1908, that I was called to 
attend a young man of twenty-four, in a large public hospital. 
The record of the case showed that his condition was due to the 
immoral life he had been leading. As I approached him, he 
seemed in black despair. ‘Father, what is the use of wasting 
your time and mine? I’m damned. I know it, and I deserve 
it.” Day after day, I returned to him, and strove to reason 
with him, and spoke of the infinite mercy of God. It was 
always the same story, as the life forces were being slowly 
consumed by burning fever. ‘Father, God knows more about 
it than you do. He tells me that I am damned, and I know 
that I deserve it.’ 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 351 


“T used to sit on the side of his bed, and with my left 
hand stroke the fevered forehead, thus trying in vain to calm 
and quiet him. There was a wild, almost demoniacal look in 
his eyes, that made me uneasy. One day, on entering the ward, 
I kept my right hand in my pocket, clasping a little medal of 
St. Benedict, which I purposed to slip under his pillow unob- 
served. Not a word would the boy speak, as he lay there glar- 
ing at me. At the first movement of my hand, however, to 
bring the medal out of my pocket, although he could have no 
reason for suspecting the presence of the medal, he sprang up, 
then crouched like an animal in the bed, trembling from head 
to foot, and cried aloud: ‘Father, take that medal away. Don’t 
bring it near me. You'll only offend God if you do. I’m 
damned. I know it, and I deserve it.’ And with that cry of 
black despair upon his lips, he died before my eyes.” 


R8-2 


Benedictine Laybrothers 


Many readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” are to some extent 
acquainted with the life and work of Benedictine Fathers and Sisters, 
but have heard little or nothing about the life of the Benedictine 
Laybrother. 

The Laybrother is to the Benedictine Family what St. Joseph was 
in the humble household of Nazareth: he performs the manual labor 
in house, field and garden and workshop and thus enables the Monks 
to chant the Divine praises in choir, to teach school and to labor for 
the salvation of souls. 

Many a young man has long been wishing to make sure of eternal 
life by becoming a good religious after turning away from the turmoil, 
cares and distractions of the world and then earnestly following Christ. 
He feels that he has no calling for the sacred priesthood; he lacks the 
means and talents for a prolonged course of studies leading to pro- 
fessional life and shirks its awful responsibilities, but he is anxious 
to consecrate himself to the service of God. If this is the case, your 
desire may be realized by becoming a Laybrother in the Order of St. 
Benedict. 

Only two miles from the Convent of Perpetual Adoration, near 
Clyde, Missouri, there is such a place where healthy, God-fearing 
young men, who desire to lead a life consecrated to the service of God, 
will receive a hearty welcome. 


For further information write to the Rev. Father Instructor, 
Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 
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‘“‘January, February, March...’’ 





Several years ago during the winter when Rev. Father 
Lukas, of holy memory, was ill, he was heard to repeat over and 
over again: “January, February, March!”’ He was asked for an 
explanation. .. His answer was characteristic of his charitable, 
compassionate heart: “January, February and March are the 
months when the poor Sisters in Europe suffer most because they 
have no money to buy coal.’° — Yes, dear readers, while we 
enjoy furnace-heated rooms, or gather comfortably around 
mantle-grate or base burner, let us not forget all the sufferings 
of the impoverished religious and seminaries in Central Europe. 
A Lenten alms for them will merit from heaven a special 
Benediction. 

The following pathetic lines reveal how great is still the 
need of European Convents which were impoverished by the war. 
Can we, in this land of plenty, remain deaf to their cry of 
distress? Oh, let us help them in their need and merit one 
day to hear from the lips of our Lord those blessed words, “‘I 
was hungry and you gave Me to eat. .. Naked, and you covered 
Me.” ad é 
Ven. and dear Mother Superior, Poor Clare Convent, Dec. 26, 1928. 

We, the Poor Clare Nuns of St. Cosimato, humbly ask you for a 
piece of bread to help us sustain our lives. We are very poor and 
some of our Community are sick. The labor we are engaged in and 
the little recompense we receive is not sufficient to defray the necessary 
expenses of our Convent. For this reason we appeal to your gener- 
osity and ask you to provide us a “piece of bread’’! 

Out of love for St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare, but especially 
for the love of Jesus Christ who will not allow even a glass of cold 
water to go without rewarding the donor, we ask you to have the 
kindness to send us a little alms. We shall be mindful of you in our 
prayers. Mother C. — Abbess. 


EN 


—L Fs 
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From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections on our Savior’s Passion; litany and prayers. Wash- 
ington: ‘‘I assure you the book has brought tears to my eyes many 
times, realizing in a faint degree what our Savior suffered.” 6¢ ea. 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Explains these devotions; reflections and prayers for each. Penn- 
sylvania: “I am very grateful to receive such beautiful reading 
and cannot express my appreciation in words. How many would 
be glad to know how to keep these beautiful devotions.” 6¢ each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
A means to honor the Heavenly Father, to obtain graces for our- 
selves and others, and relief for the suffering souls. Reflections; 
litany; many prayers. Kentucky: “If anyone would read only a 
few of your wonderful booklets they would want them all; the 
ones I have read seem to have been written in heaven, especially 
those on the Precious Blood and Mother of Sorrows.” 6¢ each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Meditations on our Lord’s adorable Face in His childhood, man- 
hood, in His Passion; His glorious Face in the resurrection. 6¢ each 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
Briefly recounts the dolors of Mary; litany and prayers. New 
Jersey: “‘I read ‘Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows’ and ‘Devotion 
to the Infant Jesus’ every day. I paid a dollar for some of these 
books but they are worth Rockefeller’s millions to me.” 6¢ each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix 
Brief history of this Crucifix; manifestations; testimonies. A man 
from California: ‘“‘I have read only a few pages and was affected 
to tears.”” Pennsylvania: “These books would work wonders if 
-they were placed in every home and read. How much more one 
realizes the goodness and greatness of God, and the infinite love 
of God.”” 10¢ each 


Go to Joseph 
Dignity and sanctity of St. Joseph; devotion to him recommended 
by the saints; his feasts; St. Joseph the powerful protector; ad- 
vocate in every need; the patron of a happy death. 10¢ each 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
Novenas, litany and many prayers. A priest of Massachusetts: 
“Kindly send me a hundred copies. May I compliment you on 
this splendid publication, both format and fine contents.” 6¢ each 


Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. Postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Rosaries 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed 
with the Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


Extra quality, medium black cocoa beads on sterling silver 
chain, with artistic cross and center piece of same, length 
19 in. This rosary makes an excellent gift for all 

Handsome rosary, medium oval beads on extra strong silver 
plated chain; two links between beads. Nickel bound 
cross, oxidized center piece, length 24 in. -........................--- 

Extra strong, genuine cocoa bead rosary 18 in. long on silver 
plated chain, with nickel bound cross. The outstanding fea- 
ture is that the beads are on a newly patented chain so con- 
structed that the ends are securely fastened under the 
beads. This rosary has been specially produced to fill an 
oft-expressed demand for a strong rosary. ..........-.-.------.------- 

A strong rosary, light to carry. Medium large beads made of 
Irish Horn on steel chain, length 21 in. ...............-......---------- 

Small, Mother of Pearl beads on silver-plated chain suitable for 
First Communion 

Black rectangular beads on metal chain, oxidized cross and 
center piece with attractive emblem 

Medium cocoa beads on metal chain with artistic oxidized center 
connection and cross. A link between beads, length 21 in. 

Cocoa rosaries for daily use .....................-.-.--- .25, .35, .40, .50, 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal — gold-plated 


CRUCIFIXES 


Rosewood standing Crucifix of superior quality $2.25 

Rosewood hanging Crucifix, artistic oxidized Corpus, 12 in. 2.00 
Real Ebony Crucifixes, Oxidized Corpus, hanging 

Beveled edges 9% in. 2.50; 7% in. 1.50 

diate: abate 3 in. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60 

6 in. 0.90; 8% in. 1.50 

Nickel bound Crucifixes 4 in. 0.40; 5 in. 0.50 

hanging 6 in. 0.75; 7 in. 1.00; 10 in. 2.00 

2 in. nickel bound Cross, light weight for rosaries 0.15 

When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched with 

the Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the stations and of the dying. 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 


Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history of 
this famous Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. Price, 
20¢, postage extra. 3 

From Pittsburgh: “‘The pictures are the most perfect I have ever 
seen. The booklet containing the three views should be in the hands 
of everyone; no other meditation book would be required.” 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 












